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Mussolini had been sent for by the king.'1 The Bottai
column left Tivoli c in a terrific deluge' on the morning
of October 31 ; it went by special train to Tor Sapienza and
then marched to the quarters that had beea specially pre-
pared in the town. The Foligno £ reserves ' also left on the
morning of the 30th : c ten trains in succession brought
them to Rome for the great adunata 5 which took place on
the afternoon of the 3ist.
Why did Mussolini, who had done his utmost to prevent the
fascist columns from converging on Rome, now want them to
enter the gates of the city on foot ? Because now that he had
formed his government it was absolutely essential to produce
something resembling a c march on Rome 5. The advantage
of coming to power in a haze of heroism and violence was
that it gave him an excuse for an eventual repudiation of
time-honoured procedure and combinations. Dangerous
and useless as a means for acquiring power, the ' march '
became a precious means of consolidating the power already
won. It gave satisfaction to thousands of squadristi2 who had
been rotting in the rain for three days, giving them the
feeling, confirmed by their march through the streets of
Rome, that they had won a grand victory, while at the
same time it showed the old parties and politicians that
Mussolini now had the joint forces of the state and of the
Fascist Party at his disposal. Powerless against the state, if
it had made the slightest attempt to defend itself, fascism
became supreme as a c state party', and by creating the
£ party state' that Mussolini and the other leaders had
aimed at.
When he received the king's invitation at Milan, Musso-
lini, instead of leaving at once, preferred to keep Rome
1	This is how the c Bulletin N.4-', published by the local fascist leaders in
Ferrara, described this event:   * The three fascist columns commanded by
Generals Gecchermi, Fara and De Bono have reached the gates of the capital.
A cavalry regiment which was to have opposed the advance of General Fara's
column has enthusiastically put itself under the general's orders.'
2	The total numbers of the columns converging on Rome amounted to
about 37,000 men, of whom 6000 were from Civitavecchia and Santa Marinella,
13,300 from Monterotondo-Mentana, 8000 from Tivoli, 4000 from Valmon-
tone, and 5000 from Foligno.   But the number of blackshirts who marched
through the streets of Rome during the afternoon of October 31 was much
greater;   the current of success swept along towards Rome new contingents
from near and far, increasing hour by hour.

